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POPPY PRE-SCHOOL &           OUT OF SCHOOL CLUB

                OFSTED REG: 2574429
OUTDOOR POLICY (including Physical Environment and Barbecue policy)
At Poppy’s we recognise the importance of outside play and we aim to create an outdoor area which is stimulating, exciting, takes account of the children’s interests and is used throughout the year as a learning environment.
We will;
·  Use the outdoor space as a natural resource for learning.
· The equipment will be age appropriate
· Include the outdoor area when planning for continuous provision.

· Include children when planning for learning outdoors.

· Provide the opportunity for children to access outdoor area on a daily basis.

· Ensure that the outdoor area offers children the opportunity to investigate and explore, problem solve, use their imagination and creativity.

· Ensure the outdoors offers children the opportunity to develop their gross motor skills.

· Encourage the children to respect the outdoor environment and care for living things.

· Give children the opportunity to manage and use the space and freedom afforded by outdoors.

· Give children the opportunity to work alone or in collaboration with peers or adults.

· Teach the children to use tools safely and appropriately.
· The ‘portable’ First Aid outdoor kit is to be taken outside for outdoor play to deal with any minor injuries.
Additionally;

·  We will work together as a team to plan for learning.
· The equipment will feature positive images of people from a range of ethnic and cultural backgrounds.
· We will include the children in the planning process by observing them and asking them what they would like to do outdoors.

· We will take time to track areas on a regular basis to monitor use and effectiveness of the provision.

· We will enhance and/or change provision when necessary.

· We will provide access to suitable clothing and footwear for both children and adults in the EYFS in cases of extreme weather conditions and for when they are doing specific messy/wet activities.

‘Being outdoors has a positive impact on children’s sense of well being and helps all aspects of children’s development.’ EYFS card 3.3.
All staff will know that the adult’s role in creating an effective environment is to; 

NOTICE (observation) being able to see what children are ‘really doing.

RECOGNISE (assessment) understanding the significance of what is taking place and what the thinking is.

RESPOND (plan) making very careful decisions about what to do to support and extend the thinking and learning.
And that an effective environment will always take children’s learning forward.

STAFFING

When working outdoors with children all staff must be mindful of the safeguarding of children, ensuring that;

·  When supervising outdoors children must usually be within sight and hearing of staff and always within sight or hearing in accordance with government guidelines

· Our Ratios are adhered to at all times.  Staff need to be aware during ‘free flow play’, of ongoing changing of numbers for indoor/outside play and need to adapt their positions to deploy themselves according to numbers/staffing.
· If a member of staff is required to leave their timetabled outdoor supervision role, however briefly, they are to inform other staff that they are leaving and ensure that this had been acknowledged before leaving and sufficient cover is in place.
HEALTH AND SAFETY

We will conduct a risk assessment each day ensuring the area and resources are safe.  A formal risk assessment will be carried out on a yearly basis.  All staff will be mindful of safety whilst outdoors and if they feel safety is compromised in any way, they must report it to the Manager/Room Leader or person in charge of session.
A full premises risk assessment is carried out annually.
All of our staff are first aid trained and we will ensure there is always a qualified first aider available during session.
BARBECUE SAFETY 
We understand the importance and vigilance to fire safety hazards.  All staff, volunteers and children are aware of the fire safety procedure set out in this policy.  As a setting we value the importance of outdoor play and learning for the children’s healthy development.  We feel that simple outdoor cooking offers a meaningful activity for children to start to learn about the world around them and their place in it.  In our practice we aim to ensure that all children and adults participating in outdoor sessions using the barbecue do so safely and with as little risk to their health as possible.

Location:

· only previously agreed areas will be used for the barbecue

· the barbecue will be enclosed by logs or large stones to prevent he spread of fire, and as a barrier between the children and the barbecue which the children are told not to cross.

Positioning of children and adults

· fire or barbecue areas are surrounded by logs at least 1 metre from the barbecue.

· Children must be supervised whilst around the barbecue at all times and it should never be left unattended.

· When accessing or moving around the campfire or barbecue, children must walk around the outside of the log circle, then remain sitting on the log seats whilst they are looking at or cooking on the barbecue.  When cooking marshmallows, the children will remain seated on logs and hold long barbecue forks over the inner log circle and above the barbecue.

· Log sleeves, trousers and shoes must be worn

· Fires or barbecues will not be lit in strong winds.  Advice on the appropriate way of dealing with smoke will be given to children: they are advised to keep their head to one side, placing their hand across their face, to close their eyes and count to 30 (or ask an adult to count for them).  If there is a clear wind direction, seating in the line of smoke will be avoided.  If the wind direction is changeable, the leader should rearrange the seating if at all possible.
· Only adults are permitted to light fires/barbecues

· Children are not permitted to through anything onto the fire or barbecue.

· No flammable liquids or plastics are to be used on the fire or barbecue.

· Water should always be to hand during campfire sessions.  Also, protective gloves for the adult to move the portable barbecue if necessary and a fire blanket on hand.

· At the end of the session, the fire or barbecue must be extinguished with water until all smoke and steam has ceased.  Protective gloves for moving the barbecue to a safe place if needed.

Cooking

· any food stuffs should be transported, cooked and stored in a ‘safe to eat’ manner

· children should be warned that once they have cooked the marshmallows, they will be extremely hot, and that they can rest them on a plate or bowl to cool before eating.

· Handwashing will be available for children before and after the activity.
· OUR POLICIES & PROCEDURES ARE REVIEWED ANNUALLY
